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Sw^t Briar Women Diuing World War I 



1914 was the begmnin^ of World War L American men left to fight in 1917^ ^d 



action, and, soon found themselves working in factories and running the b|JsiRes§ tfefit 



social classes throughout the United States. gpQi? aft^ WMm WiS^. ^SH^ iHi ittjoi 



positions women had fille4 



liege stBdenfe. Auiisrs 



the southeiTi w«en's coUe^ies in the 



southern women's colleges during the Progressive Era. 



red the 



social restrictions governing on- and off-canjpus beliaviof," wmP PPt 



colleges in the South "were pressured to ret^n the rules ^nd fisgulaUpas \^jfcus;li^^i|ifprc§d 



' Aai)?/T^ McC^kdiess, "preserving the Pedestel: Res&rl@tiom on Social Life at 

M)-I9140," in History of Higher Education Annual, 7 (1987). 
'^Xynn Gordon, Gender and Higher Education in the Prvgressive Era, (New lUp^^ ^ili 
^ drodoa, p. 49. 



)ugh die ytm 1914 1926 in Qrder to detennine whether Sweet Briar 
explore non-traditional interests. I will use student publications, The Briar Patch and The 



war and the development of concerns and new clubs. The Constiti^iOTi <m4 Bj-lSM <^f^h^ 




m^ngi rt.;fcl}M:*i:ijeport lend infmimftcm an Uie activity and rebellious activity of 



what students' interest were during the years of the war, and if and how these interest 



College's ryles ^d how involved the college \yas in the social lives pf its. s]t:u|Ien|^., 



^tee wQ^en took a^v^nt^p Qf o^srtTOUe? la lhm 'mmm% QMs wer:e 



in the field 



in. The senior girls' ambitions for post |raduatipni plans reflect their confidence and 



ta be the Fir^ Lad^ Presi4ehl of New fese)?^ while otte lQakedfwM'4 



Mmh 1915 edition of the Sw« Briar I^^l^zii^ m WCA statement reminded the 
girl knows, that she is a small part of a larger whole, and she is just as ini|)ortantin 



running their Student Government, Sweet Briar women learned leadership skills and 



organization of new clubs and activities that explored their interests. 



thm fom4e4 the Cmxeat Bvents club/ Msa Sparrow oi^g^ized ti^ 



Mtmm^ by a disc^simi abaut pJfOfitiineiit cjharaetea^ of the d^ ^en a \ 



of the world^ to have an opinion about the^e 



m^l in a short time about the 

I themselves about the issues taicis| jgfece ttao^bojul tJje wod4 These , 



to work for the good. This agibi$iQij§ aCEilude ^W^Bot sti«k« 




''m m li vifig to<^^ in a 



that they are the ones 



md are coming tp esdtege to 



prepared to meet this ne>y 



YWCA to volunteer in the Sunday school, now found themselves exploring new fifc 



traditionally filled by inen, Mm ^lecent^y Mt to fi^tM the wsr left 



women were preparing themselves to fill ttiese newly 



am 



co-ci 



;^ Charlotte Seaver, ed. The Briar Patch 1917-18, Sweet Briar College Archives Rm 2, 155. 

Ellen Howison, ed. "Current Events Club," in The ^wegt Bmr ¥mmm. 1915, vol. 7, no. .1^.37, 



pfctuiefi of girls playing a sport, reatiiig €h' ci 
globe,''* It is also in that yearbook that the first Science Club is listed. Women were going 



time. 



physically and emotiQ^all^ to tackle new responsibilities. The. SGA had tautght ttieiia tp b^ 
kef t them in jthysicaL ccmc^tlon. Sweet Bii^ 



m^^zteel ipiifcles written aboiit IGA encouraged the 



opportunity of 'trying ourselves out'."'^ G. Elanette SoUitt encouraged the girls to write. 



expressions of those thoughts by educated, thinking people, and we are the educated 



heard the call and they strove to answer it."*^ They started an American 



materials^ and raising money. Sweet Briar women were involved in waractities trying to 



^Sollitt, "Editorial." p. 31. 

" Ruth Watkins, ed. The Briar Patch 1916-17, 186-195. 
SoIlitt> ed. "SGA," p. 35 
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classroom were changing. The women felt a sense of duty and respopsibility to eduqatp 



Th? girls. iiiYesied even mace. into tMt academa. wor^rtakmi oa-mare mm^ 



mtm^0* In the 1918 mmkm m^-. 



engaged ta tafee cme 



m Gi 



to PsychoIo^^jaMory, English^ and languages* tb^y offered smm&mr curriculum 



emergency courses in food production, and food conservation, in war di^lte dairying, in 



Sweet Briar women really did take on the call for help to le^d their country 



eovijonment for these girls to experience le^ershi|)^ ^d^ow academically in sul^ects 




prep 



With tl^ ©mifausii^tlc JMpOte of tJie Sweet Biiitfsiisdmi^ and &dr success sf 



G. Elanette SolUtt, ed, T|e Briar Patch 1918, Sweet Briar College AlRhW^*.!^ 2^, 4^^.,- . 



Ege Archives, Rm. 2, 159. 

jyUtt, ed. "The Purpose and Progress of Sweet Briar," p. 159. 



tak^ hold of the opportunities in front of them, attempts to warn them not to loose 



we must not fprget the old w^ys while we are follpwiag mw"^^ Bom smdentsi ^ 



WQjnen tnii^t ml iQxm tQ be? acls. ^ B^mmmu 



were gaining new 



wanted mt^e freedoin and iJ 



:k mt until 1916 that the women of Sweet 



more ^^lim and independence. They asked for voluntary chajpel attendance, permission 



cha^ergn^. and to entertain company on a weekday. This was ^ ^uden^' ir^t 
f©r independence. The petition ^nfcntai)' &hRp0l 



choice of tinjes when they may be away" from campus, but again they were denied. 



^ Soilitt, ed. "SGA^" 
^SoUitt, ed. 'Satmal,"p.31. 

® Faculty Meeting September 26, 1916. Sweet Briar College Faculty Notes 1916-1919. Svye^jS.^ 
College Archives, Rm 2. 
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Faculty M^tta|;.0Eic^ li^ 



tension and suppression ttiat McCandless cliscus». Jto 1918^ yj^hm the men retijnied 





men were awa^ fighUng in the war were reluctant ta ^ve up their positions when the 




McCandless, p. 60. 

^ G. Elanette Soilitt, ed. "Editorials " in The Sweet Briar Magazine J 918^ vol. 9, no. 4, 2i2> 



chapel, lights, ©ut, dist^^^M during quiet hours and the penalties for failure to observe 



The Faculty Rulings of 1919, serves to establish an undejstef^flg pf ^cs 



explain the guidelines for registration, courses of study, conditions of creii|s» tj^feHi 



Faculty^ Rulings of 1919 include sogiB^ 



^rcumstances a chi^FC^ ji im]^|^ gai; 



Ito 1921 



Government 



'^Laws of the Student Government for the year 1921 is tripled compared to the 



^uiet hours, defining carnpus limits and at what times one is allowed to be off campus 



The Student Government Association. The Constitution and By-Laws of the Student Government 
Association of Sweet Briar College, 1914. 
2 Sweet Briar Faculty. Faculty MMk 
^ Sweet Briar Faculty, p. 6. 
^ The Student Gavernment Association. 



Association &f Sweet Briar College^ 1^2,^, 




m^ng in cm wi'^ mm* and at what time the MiMl^t leave camM.^- 



Constitution and By-Laws of the Student Government to after World War I in the 1921 



The women of S w^et Briar, were q^^^^X^. to rem^, ta pie wac^rste. The. sttttots 



used the rules and reg]ul^Jion§ to m^vm ^ ^^WMJmM^M <to tSimM % 




^IJe^g?. In FaeMlty Mtitttes fi^m 45^-29 there are an increasing number of stories of 



I have found that Sweet Briar women during 1914 through 1927 did have strict 



'andles^, I did not find Sweet Briar women to be eiiCQUiipd only in tfaditipiij^ r^les. 



i.^ ^d mm 



student Government Association. The Constitution and By-Laws of the Student Government 
Association of Sweet Briar College, 1921. 
Facility Mise^it^ Nfe^y 21, 1926. Sweist Briar Collie Faculty £^Qtes 1925-29, Sw^E Briar call^M 



efforts to preserve the image of the Southern Jad^. After World War J, Sweet jBriir 
cpllejp. Sweet QoU^p wmpmsMCed "to retrote rule wLfj^ation^ mUoh 



McCandless, p 



Faculty minutes, Room 2, back right hand side of the room, second shelf up from the 
floor, AJK;feiyts of SweetM^ Coll?p, Swe^^t-MM C0lteig,,Sw§^3dar 




Glass, Report of the Dean l^-OT§;iRoom 2, in a folder on the table tilted 
"Miscellaneous 1927-29", Archives of Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar CoUe^ 
Sweet Briar Virginia. 




^tiident Government Association, Sweet Briar College Handfeeok^, 1%^- 

years 1907, 1910, 1912, 1215-20, and 1924-27), Archives of Sweet Briar 
ft&^ii Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar Virginia, 
yaluabie to 





Student Government Association, The Constitution and By-Laws of the Student 

Government Association of Sweet Briar College, 1914-1980 (only including the 




The Briar Patch 1914-1920. Rm. 2, front left hand side shelves. Archives of Sweet 
Br|ar College* Sweet Briar CoUe^ge^ Sweet Briar^ Vir^nia. 



The Sweet Briar Faculty. Faculty Rulings, 1919. Rm 2, left hand side of room, middle 
shelves, fourth shelf up fism^^^i^i^iitital llw^SwCM^^. §Wj» 




The Sweet Briar Magazine, 1909-1922 (except years 1912-1914), Archives of Sweet 
Briar College, Sweet Briar Cplle^, Sweet Briar Virgi] 



pecon^ary Sources: 

ftrdon, Lynn. Gender and Higher Education in the Progressive Era (New H^ven 
1990), 1-11,33-35,189-200. 




Iritaiy Thompson. "f^»rving the Pedestal: KestiWbns m Sbdal Life tt 
Southern Colleges for Women, 1920-1940", History of Higher Education Annual^ 
7 (1987). 



